This Christmas, like most of this past year, will be unique for all of us. That
might mean you will be in your home instead of that place you have
gathered for so many other Christmases, or maybe your table won’t be
quite as big as in years past. Either way, this Christmas will be different.
This Christmas, like most of 2020, will be unexpected. My hope is that like
me, you have had moments of great beauty this year. We have had our
second baby, got to spend some precious moments together as a family,
seen new students come in the doors of Oasis and recently baptized
students. All beautiful moments that were painted on a backdrop of the
uncertainty, sickness, and fear.
I have the honor of working with the high school students here at
Cedarbrook and what I noticed is that our students were some of the most
affected by 2020. Events canceled, schedules ruined, friends and family are
always arm’s length apart… all of this created a tough new normal. So many
of the things that were loved and enjoyed are not happening. The events
that are happening feel like a mere shadow of what they once were
because of a masks, distances, and regular reminders of the pain of this
sickness.
Reflecting on that truth, I cannot begin to tell you how excited and proud I
am of these students and all they have endured. This booklet contains the
thoughts, ideas, and prayers of 26 Oasis students from a year like no other.
Together we will prepare our hearts for this season of Advent.
Advent is the season in which we prepare our hearts, minds, and souls for
the coming Jesus. A moment prophesied for decades, but still managed to
be unexpected and beautiful.
In this devotional you will read from the prophets and about John the
Baptist, Mary, and Joseph. The prophets, those Israelites who were waiting
for that glorious king and savior to come, only to have him born in barn,
unexpected but beautiful. John the Baptist walks out of the wilderness
yelling “prepare the way for the Lord”, covered in a cloak of hair and eating
bugs. He was, to many unexpected but by his work of preparing the way
made him beautiful. A young girl, Mary, scared and unsure shows some of
the greatest courage of all by giving birth to The Savior. Unexpected but
beautiful. Joseph a soon to be husband unsure but full of love stays with his
wife. He does this in a time that would have been unexpected, but his faith
and devotion is beautiful.

These 4 people outline the weeks before us of Advent. I see Advent more of a
journey than season, a path to be walked. Advent is a counter to the hustle,
bustle, commercialized decorations and overspending that Christmas has
devolved into in our country. An unexpected and beautiful journey that
follows that theme. Our guides along this path are those students mentioned
earlier, one of the most strongly affected by 2020. It is their hearts we will see
and hear in the coming days and weeks.
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young,
but set an example for the believers in speech,
in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12
May their example be the unexpected and beautiful guides on the journey.
Happy reading.

Andrew Rollo
High School Director

How to use this book:
When you start I would turn off the lights or dim them. Light a candle as many
do each week of advent and pray. If you are together with others in your
home take turns reading the passage each day. Take a moment to think about
those words, even re-read the passage. Then read out loud the devotional.
Close in prayer, asking God to continue to turn our hearts towards him.
A student will also be reading the passage and devotional he or she wrote on
the Cedarbrook Students instagram page.
Instagram: Cedarbrook_Students.
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The Prophets, those Israelites who were waiting for that
glorious king and savior to come, only to have him born in barn,
unexpected, but beautiful.
…like children on Christmas morning, the excitement and
anticipation of this amazing gift is clear in these passages.
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”
Isaiah 9:6

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

READ: MICAH 5:2-5
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o, I will be focusing on verses 4 and 5 and about how Jesus is our source of
peace and strength. In this passage, God proclaims the strength and peace
that He gives to the shepherds when He tells them about the birth of our
Savior. Just as the shepherds were confused and scared during that time
when Jesus called out to them, I can relate to this feeling of not knowing God's
plan for me at this time during quarantine.
In this time, I have realized that I have become more anxious and worried just
about life. Worrying about school, my health and my family’s health, and just the
future in general. In this time, I have turned to my Bible for comfort and it is
something that has kept me calm in the midst of all this craziness. I totally
recommend that you all do this because Jesus is the source of peace for us, just
like he was for the shepherds. He comforts us when we feel sad and hopeless. He
is always there for us when we need someone to talk to. He is always there to
strengthen us when we need it. Jesus makes us feel secure. He can cast away our
anxieties and comforts us.
So next time you feel a sense of worry come over you about anything happening
in your life, take the time to read about what the Bible has to say and find God's
strength and peace through what you read. Thank you for listening!

Jessica Hefferon
12th Grade
Wootton High School

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
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READ: ISAIAH 7:10-14

ave you ever been in a situation where you wished God would give you a
sign things would be okay?

You can see from this passage Ahaz receives a sign from God and instead
of being grateful and accepting of this sign, he does the complete opposite and
basically slams the door in God's face and just goes about his life.
To put this into perspective of our everyday lives, imagine you are driving, not sure
where you're going. God offers you this sign of directions placed right in front of
you whether it be on your phone or a GPS and instead of using this thing that will
help you, you refuse and keep driving with no idea where you are going, and your
humble self decides you can figure this out on your own.
So, after reading this it's important to ask yourself , “Am I like Ahaz”? Do I slam the
door in God's face when he gives us a sign or do we take these signs and apply
them to our lives? It's important to know especially during this holiday season the
ultimate sign that God has given us is the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. And
even if sometimes when we ask for a sign and don’t receive what we are asking
for, God has promised us forgiveness, love, salvation, eternal life, and peace. The
sign of the virgin giving birth to a child is the ultimate sign for us. Our Savior is
born! We do not have to wait for another sign, because God has announced this
sign to the whole world.

Katelyn Schrock
12th Grade
Seneca Valley High School

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1

READ: ISAIAH 9:1-7
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e are told of a powerful prophecy that Jesus will lead us from gloom
to glory. It is written that "the people who walk in darkness will see a
great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them."
The idea of Jesus as the light shining forth in the darkness is a very
accurate description of the Savior and the gospel. It is written that Jesus is our
"wonderful counselor." In Jesus' teachings, we have absolutely the best advice on
how to live our lives to be eternally victorious. Faith in Christ may bring conflict
with the forces of darkness, hardships, persecution, and betrayal, but it also brings
harmony with God and a "peace that passes understanding," as Jesus himself is
called the "Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:1-7 reveals the glorious light shining in the
darkness. It brings a spark of hope even to the darkest places and most
devastating situations and lives. No matter where you are, the spark and light of
Christ can always be seen and felt.
Isaiah centers around the birth, life, and eternal reign of Christ Jesus. There will be
no end to the kingdom of Christ. Unlike the nations of the earth that come and go;
and human governments which are regularly replaced, the kingdom of Christ
"cannot be shaken." The glory of Christ and the coming changes should fill us with
hope and give us courage as we encounter the darkness, knowing that he has
already overcome it.

Garrett Duncan
12th Grade
Northwest High School

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
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READ: ISAIAH 11:1-5
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rom this passage the verses that really stood out to me were verses 2-4. I
love in verse 2 how the author talks about the Spirit of the Lord giving
him wisdom and understanding. Throughout Jesus’ life he chose to lead
wisely and to take time to truly understand people. I love in verse 3 when
it says “his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.” The idea of fearing the Lord can
be confusing because if God is good why should we fear him?
I didn’t understand this concept until a Christian TikToker explained that the idea
of fearing God is the idea of ONLY fearing God because God is the one in control of
our eternity. I also love in verse 3 how it talks about not judging by what he sees
or hears. Jesus judges by the heart. This is shown when Jesus intentionally seeks
and reaches out to fishermen, prostitutes, and tax collectors.
In verse 4 at the end it talks about with the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked.
This is talking about when Jesus is raised from the dead and his breath defeats
Satan.

Anna Korzeniewski
12th Grade
Clarksburg High School

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3

READ: ISAIAH 42:1-4
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rom the time I was born people have been helping me. I have had many
doctors, nurses and therapists in my life providing help and
encouragement for my right leg. I was born 10 weeks early and suffered a
grade one brain bleed which impacted my mobility, usage, and impact of
my right leg. Throughout the past fourteen years I cannot count the number of
appointments, x-rays, braces, and casts that I have endured, not to mention the
major surgery I had on my right leg that forced me to learn how to walk again.
The special skills that all the experts needed to help me get better, reminds me of
the faith God has in all of us. Think about it: God sent his only son to spread justice
to the people of the earth. He asked him to do this with a gentle and kind spirit
and to not expect anything in return. He was to be a shining light for all the world
to see. As I walk this earth on my faith journey learning about the special
relationship that Jesus wants with us, how can I pay it forward like Jesus does for
us and ask for nothing in return? The kindness and encouragement that I have
seen from so many people in my life without asking for anything in return is
something that I strive to become and encourage you to be as well.

Grayson Strawser
9th Grade
Northwest High School

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
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READ: JEREMIAH 23:5-6

Friday 12/4
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od told Israel that He wouldn’t give them a miracle victory like He had
done in Egypt. In fact God was against them in this battle. Jeremiah told
them that the only way they could survive was by surrendering to Judah,
or else they’d die by famine, sword or disease. But He did promise that
those who remain faithful would return home someday, and that a descendant of
David (the “Branch”) would come and reign as the King, and He would save Judah
and Israel.
Right now, many of us are living in a time where it feels like the battle will never
end. We’re tired, hungry, and lost. The only way to live now is to surrender. You
may feel weak, but He’ll be there to catch you, for He is strong. And He will save
you, just as He promised those who surrendered to Judah. As Christmas comes,
many of us aren’t going to see family as we had hoped, some even for the first
time ever. Christmas may feel really sad this year but don’t forget what He has
done in your life. He has saved you, and He will as many times as He has to until
someday you return home.

Amanda Sweeney
10th Grade
Seneca Valley High School

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

READ: JEREMIAH 31:31-34
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ith the Christmas season starting, there’s often a lot of stress when
planning what to do. From deciding who to invite to a socially
distanced Christmas party, to writing Christmas cards to send to your
friends and family you haven’t seen in a long time, we often wonder if
our plans will turn out just the way we want them to. We stress and we worry
about making everything perfect so we can have a wonderful white Christmas. But
we wouldn’t be even able to have a Christmas in the first place if this “new
covenant” plan hadn’t come to fruition. The birth of Christ had been planned out,
centuries in advance, with even his family being foretold to be the families of
Judah and Israel. All to bring us happiness and security during this cold and lonely
time.
Sometimes I wonder if even this quarantine was planned. With everyone kept in
their homes and not being able to be distracted by our usual plans, we have more
time and more energy to focus on what actually matters. We don’t have to place
the decorations just right because nobody will be around to see them. We don’t
have to make the perfect card because nobody else has been able to do that much
this year. We just have to sit back and take in the fact that this beautiful season,
this time of joy, was perfectly planned out for our benefit.

Isaac Uehling
10th Grade
Clarksburg High School

DECEMBER 6-12
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John the Baptist walks out of the wilderness yelling “prepare
the way for the Lord”, covered in a cloak of hair and eating
bugs. He was, to many, unexpected-but by his work of
preparing the way made him beautiful.
“The angels heralded the birth of the Savior, John the Baptist
heralded the coming of the Savior,
and we herald the gospel of the Savior.”
Katy Kauffman (Author)
“A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”
Isaiah 40:3

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
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READ: MALACHI 3:1-5
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ow ready do you think you would be if Jesus were to arrive right
now? Would you be prepared to stand in front of the ultimate judge
right now? This very moment? I would not be at all ready. In fact,
I’m probably the furthest from ready I’ve ever been in my life. I am
not at all perfect. I make so many mistakes every single day, more than I
probably realize. I’m not perfect.
Refining gold is a rigorous process. You grind mined rocks into gravel. You
pulverize the gravel to the consistency of sand. Then you further grind it into
a pulp using water and chemicals. There’s a short period of rest after, but
soon it gets stressful again. You drain and agitate the wet solids to dissolve
the gold. Filter the gold, and now, you must re-solidify it. But once solid again,
you just melt it down into bars. EVEN AFTER ALL OF THIS, the gold still may
not be perfect. The gold may still be flawed. You’re going to have to try again.
I am not a perfect Christian. I’m not perfect, period. And I never will be either.
But Jesus came to do more than die on a cross: He also came to make us
better people. He told parables to teach us how to live, He called people out
on their sinfulness, and He showed us what it is to be good. What’s also
amazing is that he left those stories for us to read and learn from today as
well. Even now, He is still refining our hearts and minds; He’s still refining you,
and He’s still refining me.
I may not be ready to stand on trial, but I take his teachings and apply it to my
life. I can become better than I was yesterday and so can you.

Amy Uehling
12th Grade
Clarksburg High School

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
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READ: LUKE 1:11-17
Friday 12/4
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ohn the Baptist has always been such an underrated character who has
always been overlooked by me. I always saw him as the person who
baptized Jesus and I never really realized how he is such an important
character in the Bible. However, after I read this passage, I got a good
glimpse of how John the Baptist came to be and why he is such an important part
of Jesus’s story.
Zechariah and Elizabeth’s (who are John's parents) prayers were answered of
having a child and John was born. He would bring joy to his parents for he was a
miracle from God. When he grew into a man, he preached the good news of Jesus
to everyone in his sight! He paved the way for the Lord and he even got to baptize
Jesus, the same person who would perform many miracles in the future and die
for our sins.
I've always wondered what my purpose is on this earth could be and I always feel
guilty because I feel like I'm not fulfilling my purpose. I don't feel special and I feel
like just another one of God's creation and I never realized how important I am to
God. Yet after reading this passage I now know that God doesn't see me as
another human being working to fulfill his plan, but he sees me as so much more
than that: I am a child of God and he loves me for who I am.

Christian Curtis
11th Grade
Seneca Valley High School

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8

READ: LUKE 1:67-80
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echariah teaches his son John about God in this story and it reminds me
of a time in my life when I should have listened to my family. A few years
ago, my grandma came to visit my family for the holidays. When I was a
kid whenever she came to visit she would make a pecan pie for us to eat.
I remember how fun it was eating her pies as a kid and I wanted to bake by myself
and make my grandma a pie.
So, I didn’t ask any of my family for advice while I was making it and when the pie
came out of the oven it looked amazing until I cut into it and it was very liquidy
and it did not taste good at all. If I had asked for advice from the people around
me that could’ve helped me and maybe the pie would have turned out well. But I
was so determined to do things all on my own that I didn’t think I needed their
help.
In both my story and the story about Zechariah’s son, John and I both needed to
listen and pay attention to the people around us because their wisdom and help
could end up having amazing effects on us. I think that we as Christians need to be
more willing to humble ourselves and listen to what the people around us can
teach us, no matter who they are.

Kayla Hill
11th Grade
Seneca Valley High School

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
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n this passage we are introduced to John the Baptist. John’s lifestyle was
quite different from the other people alive during that time period. He lived
in the wilderness, wore clothes made of camel hair, and survived off locust
and wild honey. He also shared some radically different ideas than those of
the Pharisees. Different, but correct.
In this passage specifically, he alludes to the coming of a savior, explaining, “I
baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire” Matthew 3:11 NIV. Jesus was and is that someone.

John may have been different, but was the best kind of different. He was not
caught up in pleasing the Pharisees or the coolest trends at the time, because he
knew the most important thing that mattered was making sure he was living in a
way that honored God.
The holiday season is a great time to get together with friends and family, as well
as to exchange gifts and eat good food. All these things are great, but many
people believe they are what is most important. We need to remember who John
was preparing the way for. We need to see John’s devotion to Jesus as an example
of how we should be living our lives this holiday season and continuously after
that.

Meghan Chang
12th Grade
Clarksburg High School

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10

READ: JOHN 1:19-28
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s we go through the Advent season, many people focus on the events that
occurred during, and after the birth of Jesus Christ. However, it is
extremely easy to forget about events years prior that led up to that
moment. The birth of John the Baptist was a segue into God’s incredible
plan to deliver us from our sins.
In this passage, John denies being the Messiah, being a prophet, or being Elijah.
He openly states that he is “the voice of one calling out from the wilderness.” John
was sent by God as the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, to prepare for the coming
of Jesus Christ. If we could think of Jesus’ life as a movie series, the birth of John
the Baptist would be like the trailer to “Jesus: The Movie.” John made one thing
very clear during his preaching: his baptisms were a precursor of something even
bigger to come. He says “I baptize with water… but among you stands one you do
not know. He is the one that comes before me, the straps of whose sandals I am
not worthy to untie.” Many of the people who followed John believed that he was
the Messiah. However, even though it took some waiting, they found out who
their Savior truly was.

Sergio Rosas
12th Grade

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11
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READ: JOHN 1: 29-37
Friday 12/4
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he gospel accounts of John’s ministry are so important because John
needed to prepare the people of the world for Jesus’s coming and the
beginning of His ministry to them. However, when Jesus did come, there
were many people who weren't prepared. They didn't actually believe
that He was the Messiah, and these same people crucified Him.
Now that Jesus has already come once, He has told us that He will be coming back.
The fact that we don’t know when this will happen makes it even more important
that we follow John’s example and prepare others for Jesus’s second coming. It is
so important for us to be spreading the gospel as much as we can and learning to
share our faith with others.
John was just one man, a single voice crying out in the wilderness to make straight
the way of the Lord. And yet, he was able to baptize many people and help them
to believe in Jesus. If the gospel could be spread to so many by just one man,
imagine how many more could have the opportunity to know Jesus if we all
spread the gospel to as many people as we can. If we do this, then when Jesus
comes again, more people will know Him and be with Him in heaven.
It is so important for us to help people come to Christ, but we can’t do it by
ourselves. Just like John, we can baptize people with water, but only Jesus can
baptize with the Holy Spirit and ensure that we are truly saved. We can’t save
people. Only Jesus can, He is the greatest. So, it’s important that we pray for the
people with whom we share our faith and that we pray for the Holy Spirit to speak
through us and work in their hearts.

Clara Schneider
10th Grade
Clarksburg High School

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12

READ: JOHN 3:27-36
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s an avid sports fan, the conversation of the “greatest of all time” or the
G.O.A.T. debate is one that will never be solved. Until the end of time
itself, you will have people debating whether Michael Jordan or Lebron
James is the best to ever pick up a basketball. However, there’s one name
that never gets brought up in the G.O.A.T. conversation as much as you would
think. John the Baptist’s candidate for the conversation is none other than Jesus.
Now I know someone is asking how many rings Jesus has, so let’s dive into what
John has to say. When questioned about Jesus, John says that he has been sent
before the Messiah, he is not the Messiah, and “He must become greater, I must
become less”. John knows his role, just like a certain Scottie Pippen or Dennis
Rodman. I’m not comparing Michael Jordan to Jesus though many have tried. Our
goal and purpose in life aren’t to lift up ourselves and pursue our own glory. John’s
joy in life was directing people away from himself and towards Jesus. People love
to share their own opinions, it is what fuels discussion and progress. It’s not
difficult to discuss the miracle that Tom Brady is still playing or the countless
comebacks led by Michael Jordan. Compare that to all the miracles Jesus
performed or even his greatest miracle, quite literally the greatest comeback of all
time. It doesn’t compare, Jesus is the G.O.A.T.

Chase Strawser
12th Grade
Northwest High School

DECEMBER 13-19
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A young girl, Mary, scared and unsure shows some of the
greatest courage of all by giving birth to The Savior.
Unexpected, but beautiful.
“From Mary we learn to trust even when all hope seems gone.”
Pope John Paul II
“And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed…”
Luke 1:46-49

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

READ: LUKE 1:26-38
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n this passage, the angel, Gabriel, came down and told Mary that she was
pregnant. Since Mary was unmarried and still a virgin, she was confused at
how this was possible, as I’m sure you would be too if you were in her
position. The angel then proceeded to tell her that the baby would be the
son of God and that this would be God’s doing. Mary then responded right away
saying that she was the Lord’s servant and didn’t question him any further. I don’t
know about you but if this happened to me I’d be freaking out. I wouldn’t be so
quick to accept that this was happening to me. Instead of responding with, “I am
the Lord’s servant,” and focusing on the amazing things that would come of this
situation, I would focus on what I would have to tell my family and friends, who
would most likely not believe me.
Throughout our lives, God throws challenges our way and we may be confused by
what he is doing with our lives, but just as Mary trusted God when he gave her
Jesus, we need to trust God when challenges are thrown our way. We often focus
on the negatives of situations and instead we need to trust God in the process and
remember that there is a reason for everything we’re going through. If we trust
God, everything will be alright.

Jessica Keller
12th Grade
Northwest High School

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
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READ: LUKE 1:39-45
Friday 12/4

T

hese verses illustrate the meeting between Mary and Elizabeth, both of
them being pregnant. Mary visits Elizabeth and Zechariah’s home and
immediately Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit. She begins excitedly
talking to Mary. She states that Mary is blessed to be the mother of the
Lord, and that blessed are all who believe in the Lord. This verse at first seems to
be solely a conversation between Mary and Elizabeth, but that last line is a
message for us too. Elizabeth says blessed are those who believe in the Lord, and
that's from God for us.
God calls us to put our faith in Jesus and believe in him as the Lord, and Jesus died
on the cross for that same reason. Elizabeth was not only telling Mary of her
blessings, but of the countless future generations. These verses are a piece of
history, and a reminder of our faith.

Ben Rodriguez
11th Grade
Northwest High School

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15

READ: LUKE 1:46-56
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oday we looked at Luke 1:46-56 which is Mary’s song. In case you
missed the devos before this one, this is a song/poem that Mary said
while she was staying with her cousin Elizabeth after finding out she was
pregnant with Jesus. To summarize the song, she is giving thanks to
God, and acknowledging that He is good and has a plan.
For me personally, I really struggle with patience. I find myself wanting to jump
ahead. And even though I’m excited for the future, it can still be kind of scary. Just
like a lot of us, Mary was excited, but scared for what was about to come. She was
a teenager, an expecting mother, and not just expecting anyone, but expecting the
Son of the Lord. Take a moment to read the first part of verse 48 again. “He has
taken note of me, even though I am not considered important.” This is our
reminder that no matter who you are, God has big plans for you and your life. You
just have to hold on, and have faith.

Eden Smith
11th Grade
Poolesville High School

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
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READ: LUKE 2:1-7
Friday 12/4

he year 2020 is slowly coming to an end which means Christmas is right
around the corner. We may be excited for a break from online school or
work, seeing family, or maybe the presents we might receive. While
these things are great, they take away from the real point of Christmas.

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of
the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius
was governor of Syria). And everyone went to their own town to register. So,
Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went
there to register with Mary who was pledged to be married to him and was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.”
In this, God sent his one and only son Jesus to be born by Mary in Bethlehem.
Jesus was born into the world as a gift from God to die for all of our sins. God gave
us the gift of Jesus because he loves us and wants to give us the chance for our
sins to be forgiven. So, during this Christmas through all the fun time with family,
the time off and the presents, don't lose sight of what Christmas is all about!

Jonathan Chang
9th Grade
Clarksburg High School

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17

READ: LUKE 2:8-24
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miracle is born, and his name is Jesus. It was said that when Jesus came,
everyone rejoiced but not at first. When the angel came to tell the
shepherds that a Savior had been born to them, they cowered in fear.
They had never seen anything like that, they were scared and didn’t know
what to think. This year in 2020, we didn’t know what to think of this crazy
situation and we have been scared.
Then something amazing happened. While we were being quarantined, my mom
found out she was pregnant,14 years later. My family praised God for blessing us
with Ysabel, just as the shepherds praised God about Jesus. When I found out, I
was so shocked, even a little scared. I had so many doubts about if everything was
going to change, or how is this going to work in quarantine. I had questions for
God, like why now, why 14 years later. I was unsure and didn’t really believe at
first, just like the shepherds didn’t understand.
Sometimes God works in mysterious ways that we may question, like why he sent
us Jesus as a small baby. God knew we were in a difficult, scary time and gave us a
sign that he is still with us. When the shepherds went to Bethlehem and found out
that all the things the angel had said were true, they praised God for sending them
a sign of his love. It shows that God, even in troubled times, is looking out for us.
He loves, and cares for us even if we don’t see it. When we have nowhere to turn,
God says wait, I’m still here.

Kyla Mendez
9th Grade
Glenelg Country School

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18

20

READ: LUKE 2:25-35
Friday 12/4
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o be honest I had a lot of trouble figuring out what I should even talk
about! And after I thought about it for some time and prayed about it, I
realized something so important that I didn’t even notice at the
beginning. Something so small and seeming insignificant, but in reality,
if I didn’t go back and think on what I read before, then I would’ve missed it
completely.
The Holy Spirit is a small, quiet, still, calming voice. It leads us and guides us to
where we need to go. As I went back and read the verse for the fourth time,
because I still couldn’t figure it out, I noticed the Holy Spirit was mentioned
several times and I thought huh?! This must be important. I should probably talk
about the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, we as Christians tend to get off track
and miss the important things that the Holy Spirit is trying to tell us. I mean think
about it if Simon wasn’t in the spirit in the first place and wasn’t actively listening
he never would have heard what the Holy Spirit said or been guided by the spirit
at all. Maybe he wouldn’t have gone to temple and fulfilled the purpose God had
for him all along!
As Christians it can be difficult to listen to that still small voice inside of us but as
you spend more time in the word of God and start talking to him more the Holy
Spirit's leading will start to become louder and clearer!

Jeanne Lubika
12th Grade
Clarksburg High School

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19

READ: LUKE 2:36-46
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W

hat really stood out to me in this passage is that Jesus, who is a child
at the time, is sitting with teachers. He’s asking questions, he’s
listening, he’s curious and eager to learn. Reflecting on this, I
understand that something I personally struggle with and maybe
others too is to constantly be engaging in God’s word. I struggle sometimes to
build my time around God and some days I don’t read my Bible, and sometimes
I’m either too busy or I just don’t have the energy to commit some time out of my
day to God.
Overall, I have a hard time putting God first over any distractions. I think though
that if I prayed about it at some point in a day and asked God to give me strength
and time to commit to him, that he would give that to me. Having that kind of
faith is important, and it's kinda what drives us and motivates us to learn more
about God and spend more time committing to him and developing a relationship.
I think God wants us to have that desire and curiosity that Jesus had as a child and
develop a relationship with him and wanting to know him. I recommend that by
praying about it, that God will give you that faith and interest.

Preston Szczublewski
11th Grade
Clarksburg High School

DECEMBER 20-25

4

Joseph a soon to be husband unsure but full of love stays with
his wife. He does this in a time that would of been unexpected
but his faith and devotion is beautiful.
“God says to Joseph, are you willing to do anything to get my
best for your life? and Joseph says yes.”
Miles McPherson
“But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.”
Matthew 1:20 & 21

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

READ: MATTHEW 1:18-25

I
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n so many different places throughout the whole Bible, there are many
versions of the same prophecy: that Jesus Christ was going to be born, and
that He was going to be the Savior of the world. God always knew that this
was going to happen, and He also knew when, how, where, and to whom.

Of course, the birth of Jesus Christ was not the only thing prophesied about in the
Bible that came true; God has shown us time and again that He always keeps His
promises. He knows what will happen because He is in control of the things that
happen, and He has a perfect, beautiful plan for exactly how things will go.
Sometimes His plans don’t exactly make any sense to us, and this might make us
confused and anxious about different circumstances, but just like the Bible has
shown us, things will always happen according to God’s design.
In Hebrews 13:5, God says “Never will I leave you, nor will I forsake you.” God
made sure that Mary would not be left or forsaken, and in doing so, He ensured
that because of Jesus, nobody would have to be left or forsaken ever again. God is
always by our side, He always protects us, and He always has a plan for everything.

Clara Schneider
10th Grade
Clarksburg High School

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
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FridayREAD:
12/4 MATTHEW 2:13-18

A

nd Jesus was born. As we are getting closer and closer to the holiday
season, we tend to find ourselves getting busier and busier. We may
spend our extra time running around malls, fighting with people who want
the last big screen tv in stock. We could be swallowed up by all the work
we have to finish before the break we get. We could be doing so many things that
we forget what is most important about this holiday.
When King Herod found out about Jesus being born, he was furious and wanted
him dead. An angel was sent to Joseph in a dream and told him to get Baby Jesus
and Mary to escape Egypt as soon as they could. Herod was on the hunt to kill
Jesus; he couldn't find him. If it weren't for the angel telling Joseph, Jesus wouldn't
have been here. If there was no Jesus, we would never heal from our sins and we
would have the devil inside us forever. We would not know the cross and how
important it is, and we wouldn't know Christianity and how amazing it is.
During this holiday season, may we not let our busy lives interfere with talking to
the one who matters most. Even if it's just 5 minutes out of your day. He will be
very excited to hear from you no matter what you come to talk to Him about it.

Olivia Smith
10th Grade
Damascus High School

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22

READ: JOHN 1: 1-4
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W

hen I was younger, I was always confused on how God was in heaven,
within us, and also came here on earth through Jesus. How could he
be multiple things at once? At the time, I couldn’t comprehend how
great God is; How great His love for us is; How powerful He is. As I’ve
grown older, I’ve come to understand it more. Jesus is God's way in helping us
understand everything we might not understand, or have doubts on. He loves us
so much that he sent a message through Jesus.
In the first verse of this passage, the words “In the beginning” are used because
Jesus was ALWAYS there with God, and as God. This means that Jesus is not any
lesser than God, because the will of God lives in Jesus. Through Christ we can find
an eternal life because, “In him was life”. Light and life are found through a
relationship with Christ.
In my life, these verses mean that because Christ has always been there, he has
always known and loved me for exactly who I am, even before I was alive and
came to know him. He is the light in our lives that cannot be drowned out by
darkness. A light that will always shine, no matter what choices I make, what I go
through, or how I may neglect him. This brings me to the point that even though
you might not always feel God’s presence, his presence was, is, and will always be
there.
I hope that as we celebrate Christmas, everyone can remember how powerful and
good Christ is, and enjoy time with our loved ones and with Christ. Merry
Christmas!

Lauren Lederer
9th Grade
Clarksburg High School

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23
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READ: JOHN 1:10-13
Friday 12/4

I

t’s almost Christmas! 2020 has been what I like to call the world’s character
year. A lot has changed. Some good and some bad. But we are here today.
Most of us around this time, are all thinking about what we are going to
receive for Christmas. Maybe the new ps5? maybe the new iPhone? Maybe
even a new car! While these thoughts are common, it loses sight of the
importance of Christmas. What the true meaning of Christmas is and why the birth
of Christ should matter to use.
“He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God” Jesus was sent down from the right hand of God to be
delivered by Mary in Bethlehem. But why did God send him? Why did God send
his only son to be later sacrificed for our sins? The reason I believe is God loves us.
He loves us so much he was will to give up his one and only son. But his sacrifice,
while for everyone, will not be received by everyone. In order for us to become
children of God, we must believe. We must not lose faith in these trying times and
never lose focus on what Jesus’ birth means for us.

Joey Geehreng
11th Grade
Poolesville High School

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24

READ: JOHN 1:14

J
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esus Christ was a name I’ve always known. A name, my family and I would
pray. A name I wished I knew more about. Where did he come from? Why
was he here? What was he all about? I never really followed these questions.
I’ve never been to church. Until now. Well about 2-3 months ago.

As a new follower, I can tell you that it’s hard to follow someone you know little
about. So for what I read and understand, Jesus Christ came from the light of God.
The word of God became flesh as he was the essence of Him. A direct reflection of
what God would look like on Earth, roaming the same lands we do. Jesus Christ was
human just like us. He understood what it’s like to be human. He understands the
mistakes we might make because you know what, we are human. We make
mistakes. And Jesus knows that because he was human too. He came to Earth to
share the light of the lord and help us come closer to Him.
So when he died, the light of Him didn’t dim away, to leave us on our own, in the
dark. But instead, it grew and embraced the people, the children that the Lord called
His own. For the light of him remained in us, to lead us back to him. When His son
Jesus Christ died, he sacrificed a lot. So when we made mistakes, glory would be
waiting for us on the other end, whispering in our ears that it’s okay. That these
mistakes we may make shouldn’t be the main image of us. That we are more than
our mistakes. So instead of the cold shoulder, we are granted glory and forgiveness.

Sarah Bryant
10th Grade
Clarksburg High School

4

Christmas Day
“All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing
without the presence of Christ.”
David Jeremiah
“Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold,
everything is softer and more beautiful.”
Norman Vincent Peale
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.”
Luke 2:7

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25

READ: ROMANS 5:18 & 19
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I

chose these verses to finish our Advent devotional because I believe
someone reading this has not heard this before. These verses tell us because
of our sins we are given the consequence of condemnation. Because we are
not who we were made to be, because we disobey God and set ourselves up
as gods; we separate ourselves from our creator. We have a Holy and righteous
God who cannot be near sin, leaving us with a need for an answer to the problem
of sin in us. In verse 18 that second half of the sentence says “one righteous act
resulted in the justification and life for all people”. This single act of righteousness
that results in the removing of the result of sin in us (justification), was Jesus’
death on the cross. The sacrifice made by Jesus answers that sin problem in us.
Verse 19 says this “…through the obedience of the one man the many will be
made righteous.”
This is the Good News of our Lord, this is why we celebrate Christmas. It is the
coming of the fulfillment of God’s promises we read a few weeks ago. It is the
Good News for all people. This is why a baby born in a manger is so important.
I will leave you with some lines from a song off a Christmas Album I loved when I
was the same age as many of the students you heard these past 27 days.
And the first time
That You opened Your eyes did You realize that You would be my Savior
And the first breath that left Your lips
Did You know that it would change this world forever
And I, I celebrate the day
That You were born to die
So I could one day pray for You to save my life
Pray for You to save my life
-Relient K

Merry Christmas

